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Connecting the Dots

For Success

High School Diploma
GED
Career Planning
Job Search Assistance
Family Counsleing
Credit Counseling
Financial Planning
Homebuyer Education
Homeownership
Secondary Education
Resume / CV Preparation
Job Skills Development
Individual Counseling
Parenting Skills
Money Management
Transportation

Computer Skills Development

For More Information
Please Contact:
PBHA Counselor
or
PBHA Resident Services

2503 Belle Meade
P.O. Box 8872
Pine Bluff, AR 71611
Phone: (870) 536-2074
Fax: (870) 536-3065

E-mail:
klee.pbha@yahoo.com

EQUAL HOUSI
OPPORTUI

HOUSING AUTHORITY
OF THE
CITY OF PINE BLUFF
FAMILY
SELF-SUFFICIENCY

"Working Together

for your
Successful Future"

o Jeannie . Epperson
s Executive Director

PBHA ~ “More Than Just Housing!”
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WHAT IS THE FSS PROGRAM?

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) is a HUD
program that encourages communities to
develop local strategies to help voucher and
rental assistance families obtain employment
that will lead to economic independence and
self-sufficiency. Public housing agencies
(PHAs) work with welfare agencies, schools,
businesses, and other local partners to
develop a comprehensive program that gives
participating FSS family members the skills
and experience to enable them to obtain
employment that pays a living wage. A
separate program, the public housing FSS
program, is available for public housing
residents.

SELECTION PROCESS

Families that are selected to receive a
voucher or who currently receive assistance
through the housing choice voucher
programs should discuss participation in the
FSS program with their counselor.

FSS CONNECTIONS

Services may include, but are not limited to:

Financial

Transportation Literacy

Job
Opportunity Equal Pay

Education Economic
& Training Self-Sufficiency Safety

Housing Healthcare

Care-giving PIFaarl::i'xg

ELIGIBILITY FOR THE PROGRAM

Families who receive assistance under the
HCV & PH programs are eligible to participate
in the FSS program.

APPLYING TO PROGRAM

PHAs can give a selection preference--for up
to 50 percent of its FSS slots--to eligible
families with one or more family member
enrolled in, or on the waiting list for, an FSS-
related service or job placement program. For
all other selections, the PHA must use an
objective system, such as a lottery. PHAs may
screen applicants for interest and motivation to
participate in FSS, but may not screen for
education, job history, credit rating, marital
status, or number of children.

FS8S PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The PHA and the head of each participating
family execute an FSS contract of participation
that specifies the rights and responsibilities of
both parties. The 5-year FSS contract specifies
goals and services for each family. Family
members must fulfill all requirements in order
to obtain  full
benefits.

The FSS contract
requires that the
family comply with
the lease, that all
family members become independent of
welfare, and that the head of the family seek
and maintain suitable employment. Possible
sanctions for noncompliance with the FSS
contract are terminations from the FSS
program, forfeiture of the FSS escrow account,
withholding or termination of supportive
services and termination of housing choice
voucher assistance.

FSS ESCROW ACCOUNTS

An interest-bearing FSS escrow account is
established by the PHA for each participating
family. An escrow credit, based on increases
in earned income of the family, is credited to
this account by the PHA during the term of
the FSS contract. The PHA may make a
portion of this escrow account available to
the family during the term of the contract to
enable the family to complete an interim goal
such as education.

If the family completes the contract and no
member of the family is receiving cash
welfare assistance, the amount of the FSS
account is paid to the head of the family. If
the PHA terminates the FSS contract, or if
the family fails to complete the contract
before its expiration, the family's FSS escrow
funds are forfeited.

F88 COORDINATORS ROLE

FSS program coordinators assure that FSS
program participants are linked to the
supportive services they need to achieve
economic self-sufficiency.

VOUCHER & RENTAL ASSISTANCE

Although it is hoped that families will no
longer need housing assistance upon
completion of the FSS program, some
families that complete the program will still
need assistance for
housing. The law
provides that a family
may complete its
FSS contract and
receive its escrow
while continuing to
receive  housing
assistance under the
voucher program.




